














NUMBER XXxXIX. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





F 


p Tuurspvay, September the 27th, 1753. 










; es ee ; letters from my friend Nic Lim- 
ee ie I BERTONGUE, fince laft thurfday was 
per esate three weeks, at which time I had 
i BI the honour of exhibiting his cha- 
BLP rater and hiftory in this paper. But 
all I dare do with thefe letters, is, to give a fhort ab- 
ftraét of them to my readers; my friend having entered 
fo minutely into family fecrets, and (as he affures me 
‘upon his honour) with the ftricteft regard to truth, that 
I myfelf fhould be the TELL-TALE if I gave them to 
the public in the manner I received them. 


In 
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In the firft of thefe letters he gives me the hiftory of 
the third lying-in of a young lady of fafhion near St. 
James's, who is at prefent only in her nineteenth year, 
and who lives with a-very pious old aunt, and paffes for 
a pattern of modefty and virtue. He alfo favours me 
with the names and characters of two gentlemen, who 
have the honour, feparately, of paffing the evening with 
this young lady, without either fufpecting the other of 
being any thing more than a vifiting acquaintance. 

Tue fecond letter contains the fecret memcirs of a 
woman of quality, whofe hufband is juft upon the point 
of parting with her for rnpiscRETION. ‘Till the read- 
ing of this letter I confefs myfelf to have had a very in- 
adequate idea of the meaning of this word. To be 
INDISCREET, it feems, is for a married woman te liften 
to the addrefies of one, two, or half a dozen lovers ; to 
make affignations with them feparately ; to declare her 
hatred to her hufband, and to admit her faid lovers to 
every liberty but one. All this, provided the lady be 
detected in fome of her clofeft familiarities, is to be 
INDISCREET: and though the virtue of fuch a lady is 
not to be called in queftion, yet everybody has a right 
to fay, that fhe has been guilty of InpIscRETIONS. 

My friend's third letter is a good deal too waggifh 
for the fobriety of this paper. It is the hiftory of a par- 
fon and his two maids, whom he calls Rachel and Leah. 
To fay the truth, I have another reafon for fupprefling 
this letter, which is, that the doctor happens to be the 
rector of my own parifh, and (fetting Rachel and Leah, 
and eating and drinking out of the queftion) is really a 
very continent and abftemious man. 

Tue fourth and laft.letter is a voyage from Vauxhall 
to Whitehall, in a dark night under a tilt, performed by 


perfons 
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perfons of diftinG@ion of both fexes. All that T fhall in- 
form my readers of this voyage, is, that it appears from 
the journal of it (which was kept by one of the paffen- 
gers, and communicated to my friend) to have been a 
very INDISCREET one; and that in the latitude of 
Weftminfter bridge, Mifs Kitty, a young country beauty 
of eighteen, was heard to fay with great quicknefs to a 
colonel of the guards, who fat next her, “* Be quiet, 
“ fir!” and to accompany her words with fo {mart a 
flap on the face, that the center arch rung again; upon 
which her aunt, who was one of the party, took occa- 
fion to obferve, ‘* That her niece would always be a 
“ country girl, and know nothing of the world.” 

Havinc now taken fufficient notice of my friend 
LIMBERTONGUE’S letters, I fhall leave my readers to 
animadvert upon them, and devote the remainder of 
this paper to a female correfpondent. 


To Mr Fitz-Apdamn. 
S1R, 


Ilama young woman, born to no great fortune, but 
from the indulgence of my parents am fo happy as to 
enjoy the advantages of a good education. I have really 
a handfome face, have a natural gentility about me, 
walk as well as anybody, and am told by my mother, 
and have heard it whifpered a thoufand times by the 
maids, that J am a clever girl. 

Ir was my fortune fome time ago, when I was upon 
a vifit in the country, to make a hole in a gentleman's 
heart, as he fat in the next pew to me at church; and 
as I am above difguifes, I fhall confefs very freely that 
I was equally ftruck. Itook a pleafure in looking at 
him from the firft moment I faw him; and it was no 
trifling fatisfa€tion to me, that as often as I dared fquint 
that way, I found his eyes to be fixed fully upon mine, 


As 
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As he was known to the lady at whofe houfe I was 
entertained, it was matter of no great difficulty for him 
to introduce himfelf to my acquaintance. I enquired 
into his charaéter, and was told that he was a gentle- 
man addiéted to no kind of vice ; that his fortune was a 
very handfome one; that he had great fenfibility and 
generofity ; but that he was extremely quick-fighted to 
the foibles of women. I was not much pleafed with 
this laft information ; but having a pretty good opinion 
of myfelf, I did not doubt that I fhould fo hamper him 
with difcretion and beauty, that he could not poffibly 
efcape me. 

To be as fhort as I can, he foon made propofals to 
me in form, which, after the ufual hefitations, were in 
form accepted. My parents were written to upon the 
occafion, and every thing was preparing for our happi- 
nefs, when Alphonfo (for fo I fhall call him) was un- 
fortunately fummoned to a diftant part of the country, to 
attend the laft moments of a near relation. There was 
no difobeying this cruel fummons ; and with a thoufand 
proteftations of unalterable love, away he went. 

Durinc his abfence, which happened to be much 
longer than, I believe, cither of us wifhed, the fafhion 
came up among the ladies of wearing their gowns off 
the fhoulders ; and though my fkin was rather of the 
browneft, and I had alfo the misfortune of having a 
large {car acrofs my bofom, I immediately pared away 
fix inches of my ftays before and behind, and prefented 
myfelf to him at his return in all the nakednefs of the 
fafhion. I was indeed greatly aftonifhed, that as he 
was running into my arms with all the eagernefs of a 
long abfent lover, he ftopt of a fudden to furvey me, 


and after giving me only a cold falute, and enquiring 
| how 
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how ! did, fat himfelf down for about a quarter of an 
hour, end then wifhed me a good night. 

Iv really never occurred to me, to what accident I 
was to attribute fo mortifying a change, till early the 
"next morning I was let into the fecret by the following 
letter. 

«< Mapam, 

‘* To have but one defect in your whole perfon, 


Cad 
Lal 


and to difplay it to the world with fo much pains, is 

“to betray a want of that prudence, without which 

‘ the married ftate is generally a ftate of mifery. I muft 

‘« therefore take the liberty of telling you that my laft 

vifit was paid yefterday, and that my laft letter waits 
“© only till I have fub{cribed myfelf, 
“< MADAM, 

“© Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

“© ALPHONSO.” 

You may imagine, Mr. Fitz-Adam, into what auk- 
ward confufion and diftrefs this letter threw me. At 
firft I reproached the inconftancy of my lover, and called 
him the bafef&{ and moft perfidious.of men; but when 
my paffion was abated, and I began ferioufly to reflect 
upon my incautious behaviour, I could not help allow- 
ing that he had reafon of his fide; though I hope you 
will be of opinion, that his letter is a little too mortify- 
ing, and his refolution too hafty. 

Some months have elapfed fince I have- worn the 
willow ; and I have at prefent hardly any expectation or 
being reftored to grace : though if Alphonfo had thought 
it worth his while to make any enquiries about me, he 
would have known, that ever fince the difcovery of that 


nw 
nw 


fatal fcar (which I can affure him upon my honour was 
only occafioned by a burn) I have worn my ftays as 
high, 
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high, and pinned my gown as decently as his hard 
heart would defiei: and notwithftanding the very warm 
weather we have had this fummer, I have never made 
a vifit, or appeared anywhere in public, but ina double 
handkerchief, and that too pinned under my chin. 

I HAVE two reafons, fir, for troubling you with this 
letter, and defiring your publication of it. The firit is, 
that my lover may fee how penitent I am for my fault ; 
and the.fecond;: to do fervice to two ladies of my ac- 
quaintance ; one of which has a moft difconfolate tength 
of face, which fhe makes abfolutely frightful by wearing 
the: poke of her cap quite back to her pole ; the other, 
with the feet and. legs’ of a Welch porter, is forever 
tripping it along the Mall in white fhoes and {hort pet- 
ticoats. If I cannot benefit myfelf, it will be fome little 


fatisfaction to have been a warning to my friends. 


O24 . I am, 
rin STR, . 
oA ss Your moft unfortunate humble fervant, 


CELIMEN A. 

_P.S. Since my writing this letter I have fome dif- 
tant hope that my lover may come about again; having 
been informed. of a faying. of his.to a friend, ‘“* That, 
* in fpite of the fcar upon my bofom, my appearance 
« that night put him in mind of a book lately publithed, 
‘< called Heaven open to all men. 
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